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The Stomach

The stomach may be described as a somewhat irregular
dilation of the alimentary canal. It is situated in the abdo-
men, just below the diaphragm. It measures about ten inches
from left to right. The enlargement is greatest on the left or
cardiac end of the stomach. On the right the pyloric end of
the stomach becomes continuous with the first part of the
small intestine (the duodenum). The upper border of the
stomach is concave, and is sometimes called the lesser curva-
ture, in comparison with the lower convex border, which is
called the greater
curvature.

The stomach is
lined with soft mem-
brane, which is
quite smooth when
the stomach is full,
but becomes thrown
into ridges and folds

as the stomach gets \ \ ^DUODENUM
empty and contracts.
This membrane is
almost entirely made
up of minute simple blind tubes running at right angles to its
surface. These are called tubular glands. They are lined with
cubical cells, amongst which are a few round or ovoid cells in
the cardiac region of the stomach. Between the tubules is con*
nective tissue containing blood-vessels and lymphatics. The
presence of food in the stomach causes the blood-vessels to
dilate and to bring extra blood to the stomach. Then the
cells in the tubular glands at once secrete a colourless liquid
called the gastric juice, which is poured out into the stomach
and mixes with the food.

Outside the smooth lining of the stomacll is the muscular
coat, which is divided into three layers according to the
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